
11th Annual CDF Learning Forum 2019 

This year’s annual CDF Learning Forum was attended by over 150 participants from across the City; it 

was an evening of learning new ways to celebrating community centred well-being 

The 11th annual CDF Learning Forum opened with the Peace Flame Drumming Circle grounding us on 

unceded Algonquin land, followed by a self care display of Tai chi  The lively event had an array of 

activities including kiosks showcasing neighbourhood Champions across Ottawa. Resident led 

conversation circles engaged participants in dynamic conversations around four community success 

stories including:   Indigenous  Allyship which focussed on ways to be in a positive relationship with 

Indigenous people; Bank Street Initiative showcased how businesses and local organizations are 

collectively addressing health and safety issues by building community with marginalized people 

including the homeless youth; Ashgrove Advocacy-displayed how they are working towards a new 

community space and lastly the Lowertown Residents Safe Growth Safety Initiative showcased what 

they are doing for community safety 

There was live music and drumming to keep the audience entertained as they networked. 

Below are some common themes that emerged out of feedback received from event participants:   

 Informative and Helpful Knowledge Acquired. Participants appreciated learning more about 
the allyship and about the Algonquin Anishinaabe Community various community initiatives in 
Ottawa and said that the event helped them with new ideas to implement in their 
neighbourhoods and also introduced them to new people, resources and networks which they 
look forward to engaging with for future collaborative community building work. 

 Sense of Belonging, and Community Well being. Participants had time to reflect on what 
community centered well being is and coming together of people from different communities in 
Ottawa .like the-Happiness project with seniors,- Educate about our history and services 
available  

 Diversity.Participants appreciated the multicultural nature of the event and the cross-
cultural/cross-community connections .and suggested more communication with local 
businesses and community development within the city  

 Inspiration and Future Involvement. Some participants were inspired by the shared resident 
stories, ideas and “great connections” made and expressed eagerness to take action to improve 
themselves, their communities and neighborhoods. 

Some of the comments made by participants included:  

“I learned about the Algonquin Anishinaabe community”. 

“Well done, thank you for your effort”. 

“Amazing event”  



“Sensibiliser les autres members de ma communauté de prendre part”..(Raising awareness among 

members of my community to take part/get involved.) 

 

“I will likely use the information because it applies to my personal life”. 

“Pretty hard to beat such a well thought out and executed event”  

“Very informative on what is happening in the community” 

“Got useful leads and ideas that apply directly to our organization’s mandate” 

If you wish to share any comments and/or questions, we would love to hear them!  

Take the time to check out the photos from the event! 

Contact: t.corner@pqchc.com 
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